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Transition Year Admission Policy 
 

Introduction 

Transition Year is provided at Loreto Secondary School, St Michael’s as an optional programme offered 

each year to a limited number of students. The Board of Management of Loreto Secondary School, St 

Michael’s has set out this admissions policy in consultation with students, staff and parents to 

ensure it reflects the ethos and values of the school.  

 

Mission Statement 

Here in St Michael’s we provide a happy and secure student-centred place of learning. Inclusivity, respect, 

kindness and encouragement are central to everything we do. 

 

Objectives of Transition Year 

Our Transition Year programme aims to: 

●​ Encourage personal and social development of students 

●​ Further academic achievement and to help prepare students for further study and adult working life 

●​ Increase social awareness of students with emphasis on development of confidence and personal 

talent 

●​ Provide education through real life experience, use of ICT, peer teaching, research and self-directed 

learning and community based focus, whilst retaining a focus on more traditional methodologies, 

subjects and assessments 

●​ Create a positive environment in which students have opportunities to reach their true potential while 

availing of a supportive framework for personal development 

 

Expenses 

Transition Year offers a wide range of additional opportunities over and above the typical school programme. 

As a result in addition to the annual school expenses an additional expenses will apply to cover the costs of 

individual elements of the Transition Year programme. All expenses collected on behalf of the Transition 

Year programme are used to exclusively fund the wide variety of year group experiences including speakers, 

workshops and trips provided during the year.  
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The programme expenses are due in two instalments, the first upon acceptance of a place in the programme 

and the second in May prior to entry. This is to allow for the booking of workshops and activities in advance 

of the school year.  

 

Application Process 

The Board of Management of the school will decide each year, on the basis of available resources, the 

number of places on the programme for the following year.  The number of students that can be 

accommodated in Transition Year is subject to: (a) D.E.S. staffing allocations, and (b) The capacity of the 

school. 

 

The following are the application procedures for a place in Transition Year: 

 

●​ Application forms and a copy of the schools Transition Year Admissions Policy will be made 

available during term 2 of the preceding year.  

●​ Number of available places and total programme expenses (exclusive of annual school expenses) 

will be stated on the application form.  

●​ The closing date for applications will be clearly stated on the application form.  Completed 

application forms must be returned in electronic format by the closing date. It is the responsibility of 

each student and their parents/guardians to ensure that her application form is submitted in full and 

on time 

●​ Late applications will be processed only after all applications submitted on time have been processed 

and finalised. 

●​ A hard copy of the application form may be requested from the Transition Year Coordinator.  

 

Oversubscription  

In the event that the number of students who are deemed suitable for Transition Year (as per above) exceeds 

the number of available places the following procedures will apply:  

 

●​ A random selection process witnessed by a member of the Senior Management Team, the Transition 

Year Coordinator and the third year Year Head will take place.  

●​ Those who are not allocated a place, will be placed on a numbered waiting list in the order in which 

they were drawn in the random selection. 

●​ Please note that if two or more sisters apply for a place, if one sibling is drawn during the Random 

Selection her sister(s) is/are automatically granted a place 

●​ Late applicants will be placed on the waiting list on a first-come, first-served basis.  

●​ Spaces that become available will be offered to current Loreto Secondary School St Michael’s 

Students in the first instance and external applicants in the second.  



 

Acceptance of Application  

●​ Applicants will be notified of the result of their application within 10  days of the application 
closing. 

●​ Applicants will have 14  days to accept or decline the offer. 
●​ Acceptance of application must be accompanied by payment of first instalment of Programme 

expenses.  
●​ Unsuccessful applicants will be notified of their place on the waiting list and given the opportunity to 

remain on the waiting list or withdraw their application.  
 
 

Withdrawal from the programme 

Students who wish to withdraw from the Transition Year programme should inform and then meet with  the 

TY Coordinator, Deputy Principal and if applicable guidance counsellor to discuss the options available. 

If a student makes the decision to withdraw from the Transition Year programme their preferred subject 

options or programme at senior cycle cannot be guaranteed as classes will have been confirmed and may be 

at maximum capacity.  
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